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To the Right Noble T homas 


Earle of Suffolke , Barron of Walden, Lord 
Chamberlainero his Maicfty : One of tl,e moſt 
Honourable Priuy-Counſell , and Knight of che 


Nable Order of the Garter ,c5c. increaſe of true 
honour and euerlaitiny 'g 


happineſſe, 


BralOble Earle, vouchlafe 
[| beleech you , to 
| accept of that Prin- 
Ited : which was not 
long ſince Preached. It is a Ser- 
mon of Nobility : and vnto none 


_ may 1t more tuſtly bee offered, 


then vnto your lelfe : whome 
Nature, Uertue, King,and God, 


3 adornes 


The tpillle 


adornes with eminent Honours. 


Itis alſo a ſmall teſtimony , of 


my vnfayned duty : who am 
the Son of him, that was once 
-your L: poore Tenant: borne 
vndzr the roofe of your Honors 
houſe : andin my youth eſtee- 
ming my ſelfe, as one of yonrs, 
Firſt affections makes deepe 
impresſions : and ther- 
fore [ ſhall ever 
remaine 


Y%our Honors to be 
commanded. 


GzorcGr MrxriTtoNn, 


TO THE CHRISTIAN REA- 
ders all Chriſtian Graces. 


- NIFe Oble or Gentle Readers, I haue 
> al. | Nobility . It is publiſhed : and 


FAN perhaps I was drawnehereuntoby 
JOIN Lf ome authority; or elſe prousled 


% | by much intreaty , if by neyther of 
theſe : yet know , that it now a faſhion, to preach, 
and then to print. And though Thee but merun rus, 
a Countrey Miniſtcr , | would nos bes thought to bee 
worne out of f.ſhion. Ic 1s a ſhort Sermon. Fer it 
Wes preachea , not at the Croſſe , but at the Court: 
The oneplace requiring length , the other expecting 
breutty. It is a Sermon of Nobility. Before Nobles, 
of a noble Argument , Wordes of good worth, i\-on- 
ſeaſonably uttered , ſuſtaine that reproch which lu= 
das received from the Prieſts and Rulers in leruſa- 
lem, quid hac ad nos , what aretheſe tous? but 
that which i fitly ſpoken in his time , and place, is, 
faith theWiſe-man,Like Apples of Gold, and pic- 
tures of Siluer, Proverb. 25. 11. Pretions init ſel, 
ant 


| here publiſhed a ſhort S:rmon of 


=  Tothe Reader. | 
and pleaſing onto others You haue the reaſons 
hot ; 9's it Was preached, 11 fonnd et fe | 
uour, it Was perhaps as a littlepiQture of filuerro 
the Hearers, My hearty acfireof the Lordis, that it - 
may be 10 thoſe which readit profitable. exen as Pre- 
cious as an Apple of Gold. 7 hus I commend 
nou unto him , whogiueth unto his, 
Grace andGlory, 


Hadleigh: S«fjolke, | 


Yours inC uRtsT Teas vs, 


G: 2. 


A SERMON 


of Nobility. 


Theſe were alſo moye noble men, then thoſe of 
T heſſalonica; which receined the word with 
all readineſſe: and ſearched the Scriptures 
dayly, whether thoſe things were ſo. 


Ads the 17. Chapter, and 11. Verſe. 


I ——-itHere bec two lng 
A BSE whichdopreſeruer 

| I life of ma, dg7% x; hes | 
W Bread, and theWordof 
Goo: Man ſhall nor 


a but by cuery #ordthat 
=——_— CM == proceederhout of the 
mouth of G op, Det. the eight Chapter, 
and thethird verſe, both are neceſſary, and 

B yet 
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yet as Iohn ſayd-of Cunsr, Iohnthe firſt 
Chapter, and 15. verſe, He that commeth af- 
ter me, us preferred before me, (o muſt wee 
thinke of theſe two, (howſocuer the account 
of the world: be otherwiſe) that the latter is 
farre the better. Martha did well, in making 
prouiſion forthe foode of the body: but Mary 
did much better, who recciued from Chriſts 
mouth the.faade ofherſoute ; The one, ir is 
bur the ſaffe of life, martall: Leuir. the 26. 
the other, the ſeedofimmortality,, the firſt of 
Peter and the firſt, Chapter, and powerfull to 
ſaluation,nto all beleewers,Row.rhe 1.Chap- 
rter,'and 16. verſe. From the former, vpon a 
fullneſſe, we onght to forbcare : for the full- 
neſſe of bread, was a ſinne of Sodom, Eck. the 
16.Chapter: but of the latter, there is neuer 
ynou gh ; thy belly ſhall;zate it, fayeth G ov, 
and thy bowels ſhall be filled withit, Ezek.the 
third Chapter, and thurd verſe. In this Chap- 
ter I mcete with two ſorts of men: The firſt 
are certaine troubleſome Iewes of Theſſalo- 
nica , which (like worldly.men)ſauour bread, 
chethings ofthis world, more then thethings 
of G o v. The ſecond, area company of ho- 
norable men of Berea, more honorablethen 
thoſe of Theſſalonicas, who iudge rightly of 
the 
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the wordofi G 0D, and ſhew their loue vnto 
it, by a ready receiuing,and dayly ſearching, 
The mecting of theſe noble Gentlemen is 
profitable vnto vs, yeelding by their pre- 
ſence and pradiiſe a threetold inſtrution, 
Firſt , that there are Nobles: (Theſe were 
noble men.) Secondly, that there are diffe. 
rences, or degrees, of nobility. (T heſe were 
more noble men then thoſe of Theſſalonica,) 
Thirdly, that they baue, and are knowne by 
their fruites, (They receiued the word readily, 
they ſearchedit dayly, eo6.) A Treatiſe of No 
bility, (1fT errenot in conceipt) will nor be 
vnproficableto ſuch as are yong Nobles, who 
may hereby be more ſtirred vp to propagate 
and inlarge the ſame: will not te diſtaſtfull 
toold Nobles, who ſeeing the ſecd, andtruc 
forme of Nobility ſhining in themlclues, 
may behold with a glad hearc the fruit of it in 
their poſterity : neither will it be vofacting 
ingenuow men: for N bility, and the condi 
tion of all ſuch kind of perſons are by a hap- 
py knot conioyned together. Hcare there- 
fore with patience moſt honorable, and in- 
genuous, 6 Der faxit argumentum hoe, tam 
fit commodum, quam eſt accommodum , and 
G op make this argument as profitable vnto .. 

B 2 you, 
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you, as itis fit and ſutable for you. | 
There be Nobles. Theſe were Noble men. 

- Scoicks' the old brokers of parity, and their 
ſucceſſors the Engliſh Swirzers of theſe our 
d ayes, fuppofing Nobility to be but a mecre 
fiction, or deaice of men in higher place, 
haue made a fooliſh doubt, whether there 
be ſuch athing in the world or no? Let vs 
indure awhile — them to ſpeake : Na- 
tare(ſay they)is an equal parent vnto all,a ſtep- 
—_— none : Ged Ck but oxe 5g 
not one of ſdner to be the father of Nobles, and 
another of earth to beget the common ſort : none 
are barred of their way.to wvertue, or hindered 
of their courſe to true felicity. Not Scyrhia, or 
any other region under heauen doth hurt the 
minde, neither is one kindyed to be accounted 
more auncient then anothey: God tooke his firſt 
King from ſeeking of Aſſes, and his ſecond from 
following the Sheepe great with young : toſet 
wp pictures in Galeries, and the names of Fa- 
meliesin a long row, with Coates, and Creſts. 
Notos magis facit quam nobiles, doth give 
knowledge of men, but no honour Unto them : 
the flower and the branne comes both out of the 
ſame roote: and euery man in himſelfe is but 
45 4 fipnre of 1, gine him riches there is 4 


ciphen 
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cipher o. then may he ſland for tenne: giue him 
riches and authority, there be two ciphers 00. 
then may he ſtand for a hundred: adde fanour 
of his Prince, therets a third apher o then may 
he ſtand for a thouſard: Thus enery man in 
himſelfe is but as a fure of 1: diſtinguiſbed 
only by empty ciphers. No more for ſhame. 
Me thinks | heare either the prophecy of E- 
fay fulfilled in his third Chapter and 5.yerſe, 
That the vile ſhould preſume againſt the Hone- 
rable. Or elſe as Eſdras ſpeaketh in his firſt 
booke and 3.Chapter, that they be the words 
of men in wine , who neither remember their 
King, nor their Gouernours, Did but reaſon 
inſtruc, or common experience rule theſe ſe}- 
lowes, they would abhorre their tongues 
as blabbs of their owne baſeneſle. In metals 
of the ſame kinde (which Plato reſemblerh 
vnto the ſoules of men) Tome are found to 
be purer then others, In Plaxts there is a 
great difference of ſceds and branches. In 
Cattaile there appeareth no ſmall force of 
the breede, So is it amongſt Mer (for in 
theſe things we arc like to other creatures) 
it auayleth much from what ſtock one def- 
cendeth. I confeſſe that Aurelius was vn- 
happie vnto Roome - nothing, ſed quia ge- 


3 null, 
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guit , but in Commoadrs his incommodious 
ſo>nne. That amongſt the Kings of 1#da for 
rhe moſt part good Fathers had bad Chil- 
dren : Ne virtus videretur efſe hereditayia, 
that vertue might not ſeeme to come by in- 
heritance. And bad Fathers begar good: we 
wvitium eſſet infinitum, leaft vices ſhould cx- 
ccede aboue meaſure. Yet for all this coms 
monly it commerh to palle, that inclinations 
of minds do follow the originals and diſpo- 
fitions of bodyes : and the Poet Horace ſayth 
eruly, Eſt in1unencts, eſt in equis patrum vir- 
tus ex. Fortes creantur fortibus ea bonis, As 
the matrer is afteted whereof we are moul- 
ded, ſo groweth there (enen in nature) di- 
uers and diſtin& dfftcrences betwixt vs : 
ſome are noble, ſome ignoble,ſome ingenu- 
ous,ſome baſe:ſome quick of apprehenſion, 
ſome dull : ſome fit to rule, ſome to ſerue. 
Neither is this repugnant vnto the lawe of 
Nature who although ſhe hath made thoſe 
things which arc Neceſſary 3 common to all: 
yetout of the varietyof thoſe which recciue 
them, cauſed by Priwate beginning, and opi- 
#10nate matter, doth there ariſe diuerſe con- 
ditions of Singulers and many fold diſpoſiti- 
ons, and affections of men. If children of- 

- ren 
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kentimes , carry the markes of their fathers, 
grandfathers , great grandfathers , in there 
bodies: may wenot iudge, that they retaine 
inthere minds,the propenſions, inclinations, 
and as it were the ſparkes of there aunceſ- 
tors? Which if it # pm hapneth cther 
wiſe,yet in a dubble refpe&that matters not: 
firſt, Becauſe hat is to bee conſidered, 
whichcommeth to paſſeof7er, not which ſel- 
dom chaunceth;Vatwrebeing wont , for the 


Moſt part to obſerue her lawes. Secondly 


becauſe it muſt be graunted, that education, 
diſcipline,and vſage,are very forcible, tothe 
informing of manners, and confirming of 
habits : which we doe not ſay , d6e of Neceſ- 
ſ#y tollow the bodies remperature: and yer 
againe it may not be denied, but that thepure 
naturalls in ſome, are better then in others, 
for the procreation of morall,or ciuil vertues 
the region where we liue : our behauiourin 
our youth cr kinds of life; of diet: of affec- 
tions of minds, and differences of ſuch like 
thinges produce & variety of Nex# cauſes: 
and then a-conclufion in Reaſon and exper:- 
ence is this ; That from hence muſt ariſc, a di- 
uerſity of cffeQts. Ir is not Reaſon nor experi- 


ence alone which pleadcs. In this cauſe Sene- 
£4 
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ca coming to his farme and ſecing his 
houſe which he had builded , decayed, atree 
which he had planted;rotten : a boy which 
hee had brought vp,now with a gray head: 
faich thus to him ſelfe, Luocungque oenlos con- 
verto.video documenta me elatis . Ifind do- 
cuments of my age on cuery ſide , To like 
effe may I ſpzake in this caſe of nobility; 
Luocungque oculos connerto video argumenta 
Vera nol litates .Reaſon inſtructeth, Experience 


' teacheth:behold I am coopaſſed with a cloud 


for Rivers 


of honorable wittneſſes. King, Prince , Nobles 
are preſent;beſids all theſe, Dawine writ doth 
warrantthe ſame. Inthe fixt of Ezech. and 
thethirdverſe G OD ſpeaketh to mountaines 
hills, yockes , and vathes, and vndertheſe, to 


Hier .xeads MEN of diuerſe ranckes: to wallies, tocom- 


Roc ks, 


mon people:To rocks:to ſoldiers, To hills z, £0 
gentlemen, To mountaines, to nobles. Abra- 
hams polteriry were oftwo forts , [will mul- 
tiply thee as the duſt of the earth. Heres an ob- 
{cure and aduſty generation, 1will make thy 
ſeedas the ſtarrs of heauen, ere be tte No- 
bles,like ſtarrs,ſhining,and growing light vn- 
totheworld. 1 heſeinthe firſtof Num. and 
the ſixteene, are called the famons in the con- 
gregation.inthe ſecond of Samuelthe 2.3. and 


23.verlc, 
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23. verſe the worthyes of the land, inthe.y.of : ls 


Eſay and 13, the glory of the Kingdome: inthe g, egye 
Epift. of Tudeche 8. verle ; Digmty, Glories,or xiow. 


Maicſlies inthe 26,0f Ezck. and 11.verle. The 
ſtrength of !ſrael. Hath God giuE theſe names 
to things which haue no being? it was one of 
the high degrees of miſery in udaths captini- 
tie, to hawe her Nobles ſlaine : Teremythe 3.9. 
And Pasleinthe 1.to theCorin.the 1.and 26. 
ſpeaking of bad ones, tells vs heauy newes, 
That net many Nobles axe called; here are ma- 
ny but not maxycalled. To hold any longer a 
Taper tothe Sunne, were but a poynt of fol- 
lie: my textis cleare ; Theſe were Noble men. 

There be differences or degrees of Nobi- 
lity . T beſe were( More, noble men, then thoſe of 
Theſſalonica The Kinds of nobility are foure:' 


E#t virtus Generis, et alicuius familiecon- 
gruens quedam facultas procreanat viros inge- 
nuos,et ad vertutem faciles , ſuceſſ ione confir- 
mata.1t is a power incident vnto a ſtocke,or a 
certayne congruent ability , of a houſe or 
famely,to beget an III progeny , apt 

to 


: , I aſcri 
One is by xatere ,an other by riches or (as we _ - 


ſay),of fortune, a third Moyall, a fourth Di- Forwne 
wine, firſt ,that by Natureis by Ariſtotle in Move? 
his politiques thus defined. word. 
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to imbrace honorablevertues,and confirmed 
by ſucceſſion. This Kindthen,ts not ſo much 
in one /ndividualto be conlidered, as in a con- 
tinued race or line of many;and ſuch is the nd- 
ture of it , as thatit may , andis many times, 
retayned without the other three, it is not 
impoſſible to bee Noble by birth , and 
thereby procliveto honeſt, and honorable 
deſignes, andyet bad education, to fall to 
vice, and thereby become voyd of Morall 
and deuing nebility : yea and ſome times of 
that alſo which cometh by Fortune. Such as 
be vicious ſtaine the noblenes of their hou- 
ſes, yer doe they not altogether extinguiſh 
there Nobility , becauſe being noble by Na- 
ture,ſtillthey retaine a power, to begert others 
which are procliue tomorall honcſty . For 
as Laban will either be a Laban, ora Nabal, 
or Nabalcither a Nabal, or a Labay , turne 
them backwards , and forwards they will re- 
maine rude ruſtickes,ether a fooliſh clowne, 
as Nabal,or a frowning clowne, as Laban, 
for Mereury cannot be carued out ofcuery 
blocke. So is it with Nobulity by birth,it will 
not ſoone degenerate: as one man cannot 
well be ſayd to get it vnto his ſtocke, ſo bee- 
ing once gotten, it cannot be ouerthrowne 


OT 
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or loſt, by the wicked life of one. Now as 
on the one fide, Yice doth greatly blemiſh 
it, ſo onthe other, Yertue in a Noble perſo- 
nage by nature is farre moxe excellent and 
worthier eſtimation, thenin a man by birch 
ignoble: for in him, it is more firme, and 
conſtant , more deepely rooted, and as it 
were wreathed, and ſtrengrhned with the 
virtues of his Aunceſtors, 1o as bya kind of 
neceſſity, he is conſtrayned to tread intheir 
ſteps: yet intbs, is virtue more admirable, 
more properly his, and formed in him with 
greater difficultie. 

The ſecond kind is an externall ſhape of 
Nobility, ſhining in the goods of Fortune; 
which doth dazle and decciue the eyes of 
' common men: whence it was that Symoue- 
des accountedthoſe to be Noble, which were 
deſcended in a long courſe of time, from 
wealthy Progenitors. This is not oppefite 
vnto vice,as the trueſt Nobility is, for draites 
in area, may be pauperes in conſcientia , rich 
men in cofers, -poore men in conſcience: 
and though Dznes ſeenl;, was Diſcipulus Chri- 
ſti, loſeph of Arimathea, a diſciple ob Chrift, 
yet corpulent birds cannot flye high. Hee 


that is ſuperfluouſly rich, c#rri# ad libitum, 
$ C 3 oa, 


by. 
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eocorruit ad illicitum, fayth Bernard: wealth 
and wickednes, are ſe|ldome while at oddes, 
whereupon it was not ſayd amifle, That the 
riches of Midas were not more noble, then 
rhe pouerty of Ariſlides, and yet are riches 
alſo reckoned a part of Nobility. Firſt, be- 
cauſe they make ir popular, Secondly, for 
that they be the inſtruments by which ver- 
runes are, or may beattayned. Laſtly, becauſe 
(becing attayned) they likewiſe ſerue as 
meanes whereby thoſe vertues by actions 
do manifeſtthemſelues. 

Thethurd kind is morall, which is nothing 
elſe but a compoſition of manners confir- 
med by the habits of vertues ,* which alſo 
may be called the nobility of the mind. This 
dependeth on our owne induſtry and inde- 
uours, being moſt propper vnto thoſe which 
haue it, becauſe they be the firſt founders 
or authors ofthe ſame: and it is not ſo ioy- 
ned to that by birth, but that it may be lepe- 
rated. Inthe e1ght Chapter of 7hn, Chrift 
calleth the wicked Iewes the ſonnes of the 
Deuill , there was in them then no morall. 
noblenes, and yet by nature were they def- 
cended from honorable 4braham: the worſt 
of them could ſay, we haue Abrahamto our 
father. VVith this kind hanc there been ſome 

ſo 
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ſo farrein loue, as that more out of affe&tion 
then iudgement , they have pronounced, 
Nabilitas ſola eft animum que moribus ornat, 
that the Morall is the Totall; the Sowle, the 
Sole Nobility, I know it little benefits a Rt 
uer to come from acleare Spring, if it ſelfe 
be muddy, that E/ops Iay did boaſt of other 
birds feathers; that it ſmally-profiterha blind 
man to ſay that his: Parents could ſee; or a 
feeble man, that bis Aunceſtors did wraſtle 
for the Garland in Glymprs. Such as couet 
ro excell in Honour, muſt labour to exceed 
in V crtue. Magna hee eft, great ſurely is this 
kind, ſed non ſola, but nor the onely kinde; 
in the opinion of many like Abjhas among 
Daxias Worthies , who had the name a- 
monglt three, the ſecond of Samuel the 23. 
Chapter, and let it (for 22e) beare the bell 
amongſt the former, yet muſt it yeeldrothe 
fourth, which 1s the laſt : Diuine or Chri. 
ſtian Nobleneſſe, in compariſon of this, that 
other is at the woſt, but as Joſeph to Pharas, 
the ſecond in the kingdome, 

Diuine Nobility: It is an eleuation of our 
degree, or nature vnto GoÞ», a comming 
vnto him, a conformity with him: the t 
ofthis kindred is G o Þ himſelfe , and then 
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doth it moſt appearcein vs, when negleQing 
morrall things wea'pire vnto wakes, aq imi- 
rating herein our holy predeceſſors the ſpi- 
rits and ſoules ofthe righteous, ſtriving to 
le as they do, fearing to degenerate om 
them, and ever remembring with $, Paul 
Philippians he 3. Chaprer,and 20.verſe,thar 
our mairwue, our connerſation be in heauen, 

There are then (you fee) fourc kinds of 
Noblliry, firſt, externall by riches, ſecondly, 
internal by vertue, thirdly ,vaterall by birth, 
fourthly .ſupernaturall by grace. 

Externall, or purſe Nobility, though it glit- 
tereth inthe face of the world, yer is it bur 
ſeated inthe hands of Fortune, que witrea eft 
ſayth Seneca, a very brittle Shee-friend, fit- 
ting vpon an vnconſtant wheele, and pitu- 
red by the Poets with a double face, white 
before, but black behind: her riches are run- 
nagates (vncertaine) fayth the Apoſtle Paul 
in the firſt to Timethie the fixt Chapter, 
and 17. verſe, like euill Seruants, who louc 
often to ſhift their Maſters. /ob that could 
ſay Dominus dedit, the LORD hath given, 
inthe ſame verſe alſo ſayd, Dominus ab#u- 
lit, the LORD hath taken away. The whole 
world is alwayes in motion , and deligh- 

tech 
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teth in change 3 the heaven hath not one 
face long ; the earth hath fourecoates inthe 
yeare, andthe eſtaresof the richeſtare very 
ficklezas a blaſting ſtarre,to night apearing,to 
morrow gonne 3 as an AQoronthe ſtage, 
ſometimes a great perſonage , ſometimes a 
poore peſant : as {wans neaſts in the water: 
errantesinſule , ofa g Iflands : yea the 
mighty porentatsFf the worldare but Lwds- 
bria fortune, Fortanes (corne, Haman to day 
highly honored inthe Court at Shuſhay, the 
next day hanged vp6 as high a gibber:Gelzner 
a puiſſant Prince ofthe Yardalls,burt brought 
ſo low within a while, as he was inforced to 
requeſt a loafe of bread,tofſlake his hungerza Procopine. 
ſponge to drye vp his teares,and a harpe,, to 
ſolace him in hisexceeding miſery. Bell;ſ«- 
| rizs, in his time the only man living, but ha- 
| uing his eyes puront , he was atlaftled ina 
ſtring to begg 3 crying : Date 0bolum Belli- 
fario. Henry the fourth aritch and victort- 
| ous Emperour whe had fought 52. pitched 
| fcilds,yet in his old age driuentothart exigent, 
as he became a ſurer fora poore prebend in 
the church of Spire, to maintaine him-lelfe, 
Thus do men totter as it were vpon the ridge 
ofa wauc, and areturned (as we ſay) vpon 
Fortunes 
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Fortunes wheele.And therefore ſuch as onely 
Qriue thus to Exnoble them-ſelues , doe ficly 
reſemblethoſe Arcadians & Romans;who(as 
 Phutarchſaicth did wearethe Pitt ure of the 
Moone vponthere ſhooes, to tell them that as 
there Nobility did increaſe , fo would it de- 
creaſc againe,and ſoone be ecclipſed , Nobi- 
bty internall;(fo much applauded; as if Ne- 
blezes were nothingels, but a famely beauti- 
fied, with the beſt vertues,)is burababite,got- 
ren by vic, powerfull(5n ſome meaſure)to per- 
forme morall a ions: ſtudy, care , diligence, 
Boxa ſtirys right, conſultation, fit pre-election arethe beſt 
OP "9" fountaines from whence it docrh ſpring,the 
beauty of it, confiſteth in 4#10n,and thereſti- 

mony of it is but out ward Honour. 

Nobility by birth,that wyvea' as the Greci- 
ans called it, hath but a weake foundation; 
the temperature & right conſtitution of Mortal 
bodyes , whereby Some menne arc made 
Onely precliae ,- to honorable aQions ; and 
haue a facullty to procreate others, with 
ſparkesof honour , like ro them-ſelues: And 
ſuch aretheruins oftime, as there remaynes 
not ſo much as foote-ſtepps of many aunci- 
ent famelies: ( Toomithom-bread exam- 
ples.) The Iuly,Faby, Metelli,arc ſoburied, 


as 


| as hethat now ſhould but ſay heetefeended 
| of them< would be mockt andhooted at as 
| if he hadtold a dreameof Pythagoras.Onely 
_ Chriſtian Nobility is beſt which admits of 
| noe. exception: in regarde whereof all the 
reſt ace butſhadowes, and ſhapes ofnoblenes: 
for in Cuxisr Insvs faith Saint Paule 
Gala.cheixtand fifreene( nethey cirtumeiſun 
availeth any thing , nor uncircumciſun'; but a 
newereature(Not Circumcaſun)not the prehe- 
minence of the lewe ; which was muck every 
way Roms.che third and firſt, for to them appey- 
. tayned the adoption and the ylory and thecone- 
| nants and the giving of the lawe,and the ſernice 
of GOD, and the promiſes : Rom, the ninth 
and fourth yerſe. Not Y#ercmcaſun,not the 
honourof the Gentiles, with, al their wealth, 
- Wifdome,pollicies,pedegrees, and whatſo- 
[ cueris of highaccount, and/plotious in the 
eycs of the world. All priuiledges,all prero- 
gatiues, all dignities,all regalities ; they muſt 
1 ſtoope,and liedowne, arthefecte of a few 
] creature. Paul (whileſt he was a /ewe: )-was 
S a citizen of Rome,a Phariſy,a great Rabby , in- 
- ructedatthefcete of Gamalzel, of thetribe. 
- | of Beniamipe , circumciſed the cight daye: 
5 | afterhis conuerfion , ( beinga chriſtian ) he 
s | D was 


was ano; legtaken vpintothethird heaut; 
8c, yetall theſe things,did he thinkegbur as 
lofle,and doung,m reſpeQof his being a new 
creatare'in Cynisr lnsvs. This indeed 
isthegrnamentofthebloud,the beſtpartof 
Noblemens ſcutchions , the fineſtflower in 
their garlands', and be they ofneaerſo great 
an oſtate and want this they arc but Tea rape: 
wretchadand wieandmuſcrable;Apoc.rthe 7. Pl 
and ſcuenteene. , To have wiſdom , wealth, 
ſrength beauty, is in compariſon nothing: 
fir Cor...che firſt; and 25.26. 27, verſes. 
R Tobe King: or Keſar: 1s51n comparifon- £110: 
thing : for the King weny not lift op his mind, 
aboue his bretheren,\Deutre : the 17. and 20, 
ver & Czlares efſent Chriſtian ſiCzſares non 
efſent ſeculy neceſſary aut ſiChriſtiunipotueſſint 
eſſe Cz/arey, ſaih: Z#riulian, of the Ceſars. 
To be the Mother or Brother of Cunt r, is 
in compariſon nothing; for iftheſe had not 
been allyed.vneo him by fpitituall adoption, 
as.Wel as by nacurall propagation,they could 
novhaugbeen faued/Loterthe's yp. Chapter, 
and 25, verſe, and Harkethethird Chapter, 
the 33. and 35+» verſes, Only a new creature 
ſhall and, whehall-chings elſe ſhall faite, 
and then are we'traly honorable, when our 
ped:- 
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edigree runnethrvpwards with Chrifls (in 
thethird of Luke) to this height, Which is the 
Sonne of Adam, which is the Sorne of Gad.. 1 
callnotheere a Chriftian Noble: A zew crea 
ture, as if he lately came out of Aﬀrica, 67 
had neuer been heard of in the world before: 
for (as Bildad ſpeaketh in the 8.0f 1ob) theſe 
are not men of yeiteyday : Though the name 
of Chriitian began firſt to be publiſhed ar 
Antioch , yet before Chriſt was borne , was 
this broode honorable. Who can exclude 
Moſes from it , who preferred the reproch 
of Chriſt before the Court of Pharan? Or 1+ 
cob , who beheld Chriſt leaning on the top 
ofthe ladder, avd did him reuerence?Or A- 
braham , who ſaw the day of Chriſt, and re 
ioyced exceedingly? Theſe(and many more) 
were all noble Chriſtians , indued with 
Chriſts ſpirit, and yeeldingſeruice vnto him, 
ſo that ſome went before; and ſome follo- 
wed after, but'the ſong of all was one, Ho- 
ſannain the higheſt, The worth and dignity 
of Chriſtian Nobility confiſteth in this, that 
ir maketh the Sonnes of men the Sonnes of 
God, not by the grace of Creation, as Adam 
was in his innocency , nor by the grace of 
perſonall union,as Chriſt is in his manhood, 
D 2 but 
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but by the grace of adoption, whereby we cry 
Abba Father , the a&ts whereof is double, 
I. Acceptation, 2. regeneration: by the former, 
we arc'allequall'rothole which are the beſt; 
by the latter, we are made not Sonnes more 
then others, but yer better Sonne; of God. 
And then are theſe Nobles boyne, when the 
Sonne of rightcouſnes arifera incheic ſoules, 
ealightning their minds, and offering vato 
their inward viewes. the iudgements of God 
for ſinne, hic doloy eſt partus, this is the paine 
of their birth, hes veſpera eſt ſayth Barnard, 
this is the. ſorrow. ot the cucning, e nereſſe 
eſt addi matutinam letitiam, and for atull de- 
liverance,the gladneſſe of the morning muſt 
be added,a fweet excuſing ioy of conſcience, 
2letitia, that is a latitia, which maketh the 
heart farre more wider then the mouth, and 
thus is their birth conſummate, when evening 
and morning are made one day. As they haue 
a birth, ſo haue they alſo a growing: they in- 
creaſe in yeares, and with yeares grow in 
- fauour both with Gop, and Man, let Tohn 
the Baptiſt, who was not only in higheſteeme 
amonglt the people, /ed magni coram Do- 
mine, Luke che firſt Chapter, bur great like- 
wiſe in theſght of G O D, deriving not onely 

their 


| their deſcent from the King of glory, but ha- 
uing alſo this King their moſt loning Father, 
| being all Kings ſonyes, and beloued of their 
| Father, all Brothers to Chriſt, the firſt borne 
among inany brethren , all yongey brothers 
indeed, but (which is wonderfull) all Princes 
apparant, Rewelat. the fifth Chapter and the 
tenth verſe : and that to Crownes incompa- 0] 
rably pretioug, both for their valew, for they | | 
are Crownes of life, Timoth. the 2. Chapter, 


| and 4. verſe: and alſo for their glory, for j; jf —, >>, 
| they are incorruptible Crownes of, L. wig Peter | 4 amy 9 6 if Ut 
| the firft, and 5. Chapter and 4. verſe. Ha- 1 
| uing yet further the. Holy Ghoſt for their vn- 
ſpeakeable comforter ; dwelling in them, 
ſpeaking to them, praying with them, and 
crying for them , with ſighes, and grones, 
| which cannot be expreſſed : whoſe garments 
| are the vnſtayned roabes of their Sauiours 
| righteouſnes , whoſe Chayne, is the golden 
Chayne of their ſaluation, the links where- 
of are deſcribed Rom.the 8.Chapter and 24. 
verſe : whoſe good cognoſcence is a good cor- 
ſcience, whoſc ſeret 1s the ſpirit, pledging 
and ſealing vp their hearts to the aſſurance 
of life, whoſe lewels and ornaments are the 
graces of that ſpirit, as ioy, peace, humility, 
3 faith, 


A Sermon 
faich, loue, hope, patience, &c. whoſe diet, 
more choiſe then Manna, is that lining bread 
which came downe from Heauen , whoſe 
vaſſals are all the creatures, and whoſe af- 
tendantsarethe Angels,pitching themſelues 
round about them, P/al.34. and verſe 7. mi- 
niſtring vnto them: miniſtring vnto them for 
their good : for the good of their ſaluation, 
Hebr. he firſt Chapter and 14. verſe, Theſe 
bethoſe vnto whom G op beareth an eſpe- 
ciall affe ion, whom he hath ele&#ed before 
the world, called our of the world , inſtifyed 
in the world, and whom he:will glorifie in 
the world to come. Tell me now, is it not 
the greatcſt honour to be a true Chriſtian 
Noble ? What ſhall be done vnto the mar 
whom the King will honour ® the queſtion is 
anſwered in the 6. Chapter of Heſter, Hee 
ſhall be arrayed with royall attire, with the 
Kings ring on his hand,his princely diademe 
ſer vpon his head, and withall aProclamati- 
on ſhall be publiſhed, The Viceroy in the king- 
dome. Heere be {inguler aduancements, yer 
the higheſt of theſe is farre inferior to the 
leaſt and loweſt , which G op beſtoweth 
vpon true Chriſtian Nobles . Our honours, 
are of a higher ſtrayne, darkening the roy- 
| altics 
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alties of the world, as the Sunne obſcu- 
reth the light. of lefler Starres . It was a 
high ſtep of earthly honourto which Moſes 
was mounted, when hewas called TheSonne 
of Pharaoes. Danghter : doubtleſſe it is a 
great blicfſing oi G © Þ , to bee borne of 
any honorable parents; the Sonne of Go v, 
chough hee came poore into the woyld, yer 
would hee not deſcend of anignoble ſtocke, 

and Paw! , in the Epiſtle to the Romans 

when hee would magnific the dignity of 
Cnax1sr inboth natures, ſaith of him, that 

he cameof Thelimage of David , according 

rothe fleſh;Nobilicy, iris in'earththe image 

and ſplendor, of G o bs divinity . O what is 

then Chriſtian Noblenes? how matchleſle a- 

bleſſing is it, to be allyed vnto dinine nature? 

ro call the high GOD of heaven, our father? 

was it ſuch an honour,that David ſhould be- 

come the Sonne of Sawle a wicked King of 
Iſraell ? and canit ſeemea ſmale thing , to 

becamethe Sonnes,of the holy oxe,the GOD 

of Iſraell > O behold, wharloue the father 

beareth vs.,that we ſhould be called,nor /er- 

wants any more but friends, John the 15.and 

x5. verſe Nay more.the Sejynes of G o Þ not 
ſo much the Sonnes of Men, as the' Sonmnes of 
GOD 
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G OD. Itwasnat'our birth day , when wee 
firſt /aw light,and were borne into the world 
but when G ov s countenance did fr/t ſhine 
vponvs,When faluationinCurrsTIasvs, 
was offered vnto vs , The Greaan virgins 
reckoned their age , from their marriage, 
faith Homer, and then began Chriſtians to 
liue,whenjr# we are eſpouſed vnto ourhuſ- 
band Carrsr , Let other men therfore,ſhew 
the images of their Anceſtors , let them ferch 
cheir pedigree from Herenles,or ifthey thinke 
ic ſo fit, let them deriue themſelues from 1upt- 
ter , {oas we may haue this honour of the 
Saints,to call the rrmmortall GO D owr Father, 
ſo as we may ſay : Our Father which art in 
heauen. Which we may boldly dogifwe teele 
the power of theſpirit within vs,if G ophath 
anoynted vs with the oyle of gladnes aboue 
others , if wee haue our partes in Divine 
Nobility. | 

Nobility hath and is knowne by fruits. 

They recerved the word readely, they ſer- 

ehed it dayly. &c. 

I may not belong in meaſuring out of 
frutesto preſcribeinthis poynte , were with 
doting Phormio.tocntreat of warfare before 
Captaine Hanball, in generall therefore a 

word, 
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word,or two for the finiſhing of my cexr. 
Nobles,may not reſemblethe NobleF trees 
ſuch as were conſecrated tothe Heatheniſh 
Gods:for they for the moſt part, were eithey 
barren, or without good fruit as theOke, 
the Beech, che lawrell, the mirtle. They may 
not be like Beaſtes,wherof the Nobleſt, are the 
eracleſt : necher are theſe the vertues of 
Noble men , todice well , to drinke well, 
to waſte lauiſhly , to wanton it veneriouſly; 
ro forget that they were cuer borne , or 
that they ſhall euer dic : ſay not wee haue 
Abrahaws to our father : Rand not. ſo much 
vponthe bloud you haue; as vpon the good 
you doesfruites you muſt bring forth,& good 
ones toe : euery tree that bringeth not forth 
84 fruit , is hewendowne and caſt into the 
Trolats the 3 . there is danger els nts your 
ſelues ; ana the ſeed of the wicked (hall not be re- 
nowned for euey, Eſay.the 14. and 20. veric, 
here is Dawnger els unto your progenie . A- 
gaine towhom much is giuen,much is of the 
required , wherethe Lord ſowerh liberally, 
there he expecteth a plentifull crop 3 and 
the bettey the frutes are, the more they argue 
a true Nobility.Iuſtuce Wiſdom bounty Magnifie 
cence. greatnes of mind,\cene iniminent daun- 
gers; fortitade,gentlenes & clemency with ma- 
E ny 
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ny ſech like; are good fruitscommon to all the 
kinds by which they are made profitable not 
tothem-ſelues alone;but do ſhine as ſtars, & 
arc helpfull into others, And hencencom- 
methto paſſe that cuen by inſtinQ of nature, 
we doe willingly obey a generous and noble 
perſonage ; this cauſed the ſheepheardes to 
yceld obedience vnto Romwlins , though 
brought vp as a ſheepheard amonegſtthem : 
tlzey beheld in him a noble ſpirit, & notable 
vertues, direted not ſo much to prizat as to 
pablike g00d . Thereisa queſtion moued by 
a Pi:i!oſopher of our age, concerning men, 
being noble by Nature, axd quality of mind, 
yet oppreſſed with ponerty, and hauingthe 
world to frowne vponthem , what calling 
they may chooſe, and life profeſſe wherein 
they may befreitefull> His anſwere is good, 
that ianoe caſe they may pratiſe any baſe, 
or mechanicall trade, wherein men of low 
gegree may be imployed with prayſe , and 
comendation; bur cither(ſaich he) chey muſt 
addi them-{elues vnto attEdance vpo their 
Prince, in ſome honorable office : for the 
pleaſure of a king , i5 (not a wealthic ) but in 4 
wiſe ſeruant,Pro. therg.and 35. or they may 
giue them-ſclues vnto Chevalry, and leade a 
martiall life : for itis a peece of happines to 
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of Nobility. 
2 country, (ifthere can be happines in war). 
when as Captaines are gentlemen, and gen- 
tlemen Captaines, or laſtly they may bee 
Prieſts , [wot well , thatthis ſort of people, 
forthe ſpace of many yeares , hauc had little 
honour by Parliament giuen vnto them: ex- 
cept ſtanding by a rogue whilſt he is whipt, 
and keeping a beggars regeſter may be cal- 
led honour. Yet to be a Mayor of a Towne 
or Citty, or a #fice of Peace in the Coun- 
erey (I might goe higher) cannot ſort ſo well | 
with noble eſtate, as Prieffhood may : heere- 
in may Nobles liue, and deuote them-ſclues 
vnto Gods ſeruice without diſparidgement. 
The Prophet Samuel was a Prieft, a man of 
God, an honorable man, ſayth the text the 
firſt of Samucl and the 9g. Chapter, The Pa-' 
triarks were Prieſts and Kings in their fami- 
lies, Ys genzs eletum, regale Saterdotium, 

Ye are a choſen generation, a rojall Prieſt 

hood, the firſt of Petey the ſecond Chapter 

and g. verſe, Ecce cum regia dignitate Sacer- ,.. 
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dotium copulanit , Prieſthood is ioyned With Bagmunxey 
regalitie. Rex non eſt mere laicus, a King may og 


be a Prieſt without diſhonour, Many of your 
Aunceſtors (Right Honorable) hauc lived m 
this order, and thereby not onely retained 

E 2 their 


+ ww 959 


A Sermon 
their noblenes, but amplifiedalſo, and enlar- 
gedthe ſame: which craueth*v»t9v5the con 
rinuance ſtill of a good regard at your Ho- 
ncurs hands. VWhat kind ot men may better 
entertaiac the word of God, then the Mini- 
ſters ofthe word 2 Who vſe more diligently 
to ſearchthe Scriptures, then Miniſters, the 
interpreters of the Scriptures, and yet are 
theſe the onely notes whereby the Apoſtle 
doth commend vnto vs heere the moſt Ho- 
norable men . The fruies then of the beſt 
Nobles are theſe , with readyneſſe to yeceiue 
the word: with dilligence to ſearch it, Two 4- 
tions , to Receine: to Search, Two cnditi- 
o0ns-4 readily: dayly: the obiet of both, the 
wordofG O D, the end of both, to be confir- 
med in the truth. Zegedine tells vs of foure 
fruites whereby true Chriſtian Nollles may 
bee diſcerned . Firſt , they acknowledge 
C ux1sr to betheir Sauiour. Secondly, they 
arc indued with his ſpirit. Thirdly, they ab- 
horreto ſerue ſinne. Laſtly, they are ſtrong 
in faith, all which are couched in the words 
of my text : for he that receiveth the word, 
muſt needs acknowledge C x x1 s rt; he that 
receineth it with all readineſſe, hath aſſaredly 
his ſpirit : he that ſearcheth the Scriptures day- 
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of Nobiliry. 
ly, attendeth not vnto finne: he that ſearcheth 
(with theſe Bzreans ) ts confirme himſeife, 
groweth from faith to faith, from ſtrength, 
to ſtrength, till he commeth tobe a perte& 
man in Chriſt Ieſus . To receive the word, 
doth not barely ſignific, to take it, but to re- 
tame it, Actes the 3. Chapter and 21. verſe, 
and like good ground to frudtifie, Mark the 
the 4. Chapter. Toſcarch, 1s not anidle, bur 
an earneſt inquiry: to ſearch with lights, 7.o- 
phany the firſt Chapter, to lake into hearts 
and reynes, Pſal the 7. into every cranny and 
corner, very narrowly. To receiue readily, 
argues a willing minde , to ſearch dayly, an 
induſtrious ſpirit : to ſearch for to learney an 
humble, and an honeſt heart. The ſumme of 
all then, is this, The b-/# Nobles makes beſt 
account »f the Goſpel of Chriſt : they heare it 
| with a glad heart, they ſtudy it, ro amend 
their lines by it; they ſay vnto it,as Eliſha ſaid 
ynto Elias, I willnot forſake thee, and with 
noble /oſua, they medirate in it, day, and 
night. Let your Lurdſhips therefore bee 
pleaſed ro gine me leaue (as Peter ſpeakeih 
in his ſecond Epiſtle and third Chapter) io 
flirre up, and warme your pure mindes, and 


though you hane knowledge, yer to put you 
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inremembrance of theſe dutyes. If you care 
to be in the number of thoſe. who are the 
beſt : If you render the continuance of that 
Honour which the Lord hath already pow- 
red ypon youz or expect any future acceſlc 
thereunto (as Hierome layd to Saluina) Sem- 
per in manibus ſit diuina lettio, Let theword of 
G 0D dwellin you abounaantly. Perſiſt in ho- 
noringthe higheſt withyour hearts, by giuing 
glory vnto him with your lives, by adorning 
his doctrine with your countenance, and ri- 
ches, by incouraging the praQtiſes and pro- 
feſſion of pictie : and as when the Lyon roa- 
reth, the beaſts ofthe Forreſts doe tremble 
and quake; ſo when the Lyon of the Tribe 
of Tuda (peaketh (though but by a meane 


meſſenger) you that be of his Court yeeld 


him reuerence. Theſe be the paths beaten 
by the nobleft Chriſtians : in theſe ſtandeth 
the whole duty of en 9ſt honorable: vpon 
perforinance whereof, and no condition els, 
the Sonneof G o phimſelfe made challenge 
tothe glory ofhis Father, /oþn the 17.Chap- 
ter and 3.yerſe, [hawe glorified thee onearth, 
and now gloyifie me with thy ſelfe in heaven. 
Bleſſed be the GOD of glory, who hath be- 
decked this Land with tuch glorious lights, 

fo 
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ſo mariy noble Chriftians: and if that Ki 
dom be happy,whoſe King s the ſonne of Nobles, 
Eccle.the 10.Chap.and 17.verl, thenaſſured- | 
ly great is our happines: hauing # the mid- 'I 
Fj of. Nobles, ſo Noble a King, in all kinds of | 
Nobility, Noble by nat&re : a King, notby ele- | 
Qion, but by birth, deſcended froma moſt - | 
ancient,and matchleſſe famely. Noble by for- 
tune, having his lap billed with all her fantours: 
being owner of Kingdomes, Countries, and 
Cities, wealthy and populous, which adds a 
ſplendor,and Maicſty vato him. Noble mor- 
rally, poſtefled with heroicall vertues, and 
beawtifyed with atrue Idea, of a princely 
minde . Dinirely Noble, the Defender of 
the true faith ; who is the Sonne of Adam, % 
who 1s the Sonne of G o Þ. Noble by an exact = 
conſpiration of all kindes togethey . Whoſe 

| ſpiritaall, and immortal ſeed , is Nobilitic 
trom Heaucn : whoſe Materiall, is Nobility 
from Nature , whoſe i#mmeatate forme , is 
nobilitie of manners 3 whpſe inſirumentall 
and externall fulgor, is nobility of Fortune. 
This is the moſt perfit, and moſt rare Ns- 
bility in the world , ſhining in ſome fewe 
Chriſtian Princes and Nobles, fromG OD, 
Nature, Ferine, Fortune, 


The 


A Sermon 
The Lord blefſe your Reyall Maicfty, that 


as you haue receiued the word from your 
youth, ſo you may defend the faith with 
conſtant reſolution, and loue the Goſpell 
vnto: your lives end. The Lord. blefle all 
your Nobles, that as they be by their beſt 
title, (Chrifian) ſo their fraites may be cuer 
anſ{werable ro their calling. The Lord bleſſe 
the worthy Prince, with the reſt of the young 
and Henorable Branches of this Land: and 
makethem know, that if Angels fall, they 
become Princes of darkenes ; that if young 
Nobles degenerate , they become the com- 
mon calamities of their Countrey ; that they 
arcas ſo many Lecafers fallen from Heauen. 
The Lord for his mercies ſake bleſſe vs all, 
chat hauing Go» to our Father in this 
life, we may raigne with Father 
Sonne and Holy Ghoſt in 
the life to come. 
Amen. 
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